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This week is all about the first half of Act Two.  

 
By now you should officially have 25 – 30 pages of screenwriting under your belt. 
Take a moment to congratulate yourself there. At this point I don’t want you to 
worry about what’s working and what’s not. Look at the bright side: you have 
finished the first quarter of your first draft!  
 
This week you will be writing the next 25 – 30 pages of your screenplay in the 
form of the first half of Act Two. Writing a screenplay is not always a smooth 
process. The first act is often the easiest part to write, because at that point your 
story is still relatively simple. In Act Two, things become more complex and 
therefore more difficult to write. This week, I want to make sure that you keep 
writing. 
 
So, this week we are going to be focusing on how to avoid & beat writers block 
along with screenwriting techniques you can employ into your work to keep you 
motivated.  
 

Kate Niemuller 
 

A professional writer is an amateur who didn’t quit. 

 
Richard Bach 
 



 

WRITING ACT TWO 

 

The first half of the second act is often an area that a lot of 
writers struggle with.  
 
The beginning is behind you, but the end is still very far away. This section, before 
the midpoint, is tricky. On one hand, we need to continue to progress the plot 
and develop your characters, but on the other we know that the really exciting 
stuff will happen later.  
 
Because of this, this tends to be a problem area for a lot of aspiring writers. Either 
they rush through it (arriving at the midpoint far too quickly) or they get lost in 
the plot and the script loses focus. Neither option is great.  
 
So, before you start writing, it’s important to understand what this section of your 
screenplay should accomplish. By now, your protagonist has embarked on their 
journey. They are taking the first steps needed to accomplish their goal. 



 

With that in mind, the first half of your second act really needs to accomplish two 
things: 
 
1. CHARACTER RELATIONSHIPS 
Look at your scenes and the characters that interact within them. This is a unique 
section of your screenplay in that progress is being made, but the clock isn’t 
ticking quite yet. By this I mean after your Midpoint the pace of your screenplay 
will speed up quite drastically. At that point, there is no room left for characters 
to get to know each other and develop bonds. All that should be accomplished in 
the first half of your second act, not the last. So keep that in mind as your 
protagonist takes steps to accomplish their goal.  
 
Example: 
Say you are writing a rom-com about a city girl and a country boy. Their meeting 
was your catalyst and the first act ended with him asking her out on a date. The 
first half of the second act would then focus on the beginning of their romantic 
relationship, ensuring that it is established by the midpoint (which allows for a fun 
twist to throw a wrench in their plans!) 
 
2. THE PROMISE OF THE PREMISE 
The other important thing this section of your screenplay does is following 
through with the premise of your screenplay. Blake Snyder’s Save The Cat book 
has a great description for this overall section that I love to reference: 
 

“The promise of the premise. It is the core and essence of the movie’s 
poster. It is where most of the trailer moments of a movie are found. And 
it’s where we aren’t as concerned with the forward progress of the story – 
the stakes won’t be raised until the midpoint – as we are concerned with 
having fun.” (Save the Cat, p. 81) 

 
Take a moment and picture the scenes you have written in this section of your 
treatment. Then, pretend that your film has already been made. What does the 
poster look like? What does the trailer look like? How can you make the scenes 
you have plotted out dynamic, interesting and entertaining? Do this, and you will 
nail this section! 
 
 



 

Example: 
Using the same example as above, to stay true to the “Promise of the Premise”, 
we need to show our city girl out of her element. What if her first date is to go 
Bull Riding with her country boy? This is an entertaining option that is comical 
while delivering on the premise. I mean, of course clips from that scene would 
make it into the trailer for the film! It’s exciting, different, and entertaining! It’s 
the essence of this film.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BEATING WRITER’S BLOCK 
 

 
Writer’s block is the nastiest little thing that can happen to a writer (of any 
experience level). It causes a string of negative emotions to become entwined in 
the work you are doing. This can cause feelings of self-doubt, thoughts of giving 
up, and general unhappiness in the work you are doing. Seeing as my goal is to 
help you finish your first draft, I don’t want any negativity to bog you down. I 
want you to be motivated, inspired, and proud of what you have done so far.  
 
With that in mind, if you find you are struggling this week (or next week, or the 
week after that…), I want you to go over this checklist. It doesn’t matter if you 
have to read this over every day before you write or never. This is here if you 
need it (and if you need it, you’ll know!).  
 
 
 
 



 

Let’s break down the steps here: 
 
1. REMIND YOURSELF WHY YOU ARE WRITING A SCREENPLAY. 
Like the characters in your screenplay, you have motives behind your actions. The 
first thing you want to do when you are suffering from writer’s block is remind 
yourself of your motive in writing a screenplay. Is it a bucket list item? Is your 
story one that you’ve been dying to tell for years? Do you dream of making it in 
the film industry? Are you honing a new hobby?  
 
By doing so, you are reminding yourself of the excitement you felt when you 
began this journey. Harness that excitement and let it fuel you.  
 
2. FIND SOME VISUALS THAT RELATE TO YOUR SCREENPLAY. 
A picture is a thousand words. Think about your screenplay: the characters, the 
setting, set pieces…etc. Then, hop onto google images and search for those 
images. Use them to create a vision board for your screenplay. Let the colours, 
lights and faces inspired you. Let them pull you back into the world you are 
writing.  
 
3. CREATE A SOUNDTRACK FOR YOUR SCREENPLAY. 
Take a moment and pretend that your screenplay has already been made. Close 
your eyes. Visualize it. Then, make a playlist of songs that fit the tone of your 
screenplay or specific scenes. Play your playlist as you being to write, allowing the 
music to inspire you.  
 
4. TAKE A WALK AS YOUR PROTAGONIST. 
Sometimes it can take a little time to get into the right headspace to write. The 
blank page came be intimidating. So, go take a walk or a drive, thinking as your 
protagonist. What thoughts would run through their mind on a journey like this? 
What would they fixate on and why? Allow yourself to become immersed in their 
mind. I bet by the end of your walk you’ll be so full of ideas you’ll be running back 
to your desk! 
 
5. SKIP THE SCENE OR SCENES YOU ARE STRUGGLING WITH. 
We wrote the treatment for a reason: to organize your plot before you began to 
write. Because of this, there is no reason you have to write your screenplay in 
order. Yes, it helps. But there’s no harm in skipping a few scenes you are 



 

struggling with to write one that is flowing naturally. The trick to avoiding writer’s 
block is to not allow yourself to get blocked to begin with. This is a technique I use 
frequently. More often than not, I’ve found those tricky scene much easier to 
write on the second go round. Why? Because by writing the “easy” scene first, I 
allowed my creative juices to get flowing and for my confidence to grow.  
 
6. DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF. 
A lot of pro writers claim the best (and sometimes only) way to become a good 
writer is to write everyday. I disagree. Sometimes your brain is just not having it, 
and that’s okay. So, if you’re having a bad writing day, maybe give yourself an 
easy challenge like, “Today, I only have to write 1 scene.” Set goals that will set 
you up for success instead of failure. Then, make your game plan for tomorrow.   
 
To keep you motivated as you write, consider these screenwriting tips. 
 
 
TIP #1: BURY EXPOSITORY DIALOGUE 
I’m sure you’ve heard that you should always “show” your story instead of 
“telling” it to us through dialogue. This is important because a lot of aspiring 
screenwriters rely very heavily on dialogue. That being said, sometimes there is 
no way to have something understood than to explain it. To hide the fact that this 
is expository dialogue, bury it in a scene where something interesting is 
happening. That way, we will be focused on that while absorbing the information 
necessary for the plot to progress.  
 
TIP #2: VISUALIZE AS YOU WRITE 
The best way to make sure your screenplay is visually stimulating (and has a 
future onscreen) is to picture that finished film as you write your scenes. What 
does this scene look like? What is different about it? What details would grab the 
attention of the audience. There is a great quote I like to attribute to this one: 
 
“Don’t tell me the moon is shining; show me the glint of light on broken glass.” 
 
TIP #3: NO VOICEOVERS IN YOUR FIRST DRAFT 
This is a writing crutch. See if you can tell your story effectively with visuals, 
dialogue and actions first. This will help make sure you story is solid and does not 
rely on narration for the plot to make sense. Then if you find it’s necessary in later 
drafts, you can incorporate dialogue to compliment your screenplay.  



 

TIP #4: SCENES MUST HAVE ACTIONS 
Always make sure you are giving your characters something to do. If you can 
avoid conversations where your characters are sitting and drinking coffee, do 
that. It’s more interesting for our characters to be on the move.  
 
TIP #5: ARRIVE LATE AND LEAVE EARLY 
Don’t linger in your scenes. Get to the point and then cut away once all the 
information needed is revealed. This will keep the reader/audience hooked.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


